H                     WILLIAM PH
this respect the British aristocracy ran so: It is true that its members took an active Their work in the House of Lords was pn there, if less exciting than those of the < experience, wisdom, dignity, and self-res lacking in the Lower House. The noblef in the executive duties of the State. Not younger sons fill most of the public office and often thankless, diplomatic posts, but counties and on their estates, as lords-magistrates. The days had not yet coi from the terrors of the English winter. I spent the parliamentary vacations at the in the duties and sports which from imrr our folk into a compact and sturdy whoL whether the pleasures of command did perils and fatigues. Apart from the de higher honours, there were hosts of cc sinecures to excite cupidity and encoui after emoluments and pleasure became kc glorious peace of 1763, and a perusal of any statesman of the following age must i public life was less corrupt than at the ti Then, again, in the making and workir of the nobles and gentry were dangerous!] eighteenth century those classes strength. Parliament and on the counties and p; 1711 no definite property qualification w
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